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I. Introduction
A. This is Andy Moore [pic]

1. Andy works for CCO; aka Coalition for Christian Outreach
2. CCO is a Pittsburgh based campus ministry organization

a. There are CCO partner ministries in several dozen college
campuses, mostly in the eastern US, but others throughout the
continental US

B. Andy and his wife Emily are products of the College Church ministry in the
Morgantown, WV C&MA Church
1. He was there when Jean and I were involved in leadership in the ministry

C. Andy is a proud graduate of West Virginia University
1. As is his wife
2. As is his sister and brother-in-law who is an Alliance pastor – also products

of the College Church in Morgantown
3. As is his mother and father, graduates of WVU back in the day – who are

die-hard Mountaineer fans
4. This is a Mountaineer family

D. Andy has been with CCO for more than 15 years
1. And all that time he has been serving on the campus of – the University of

Pittsburgh
E. Now, some of you understand the significance of that statement

1. But if you don’t, just imagine the most hated rivalries in college sports
a. Like Ohio State and Michigan
b. Or like Alabama and Auburn
c. Or like Duke and North Carolina

2. WVU and Pitt are like that, on steroids
F. A number of years ago there was a candidate for the Senior Pastor position at the

Morgantown, WV C&MA Church
1. And he was from Pittsburgh; not the university, but from Pittsburgh
2. He was being interviewed by the governing board of the church
3. And one of the board members addressed him

a. “I understand you’re from Pittsburgh. But this is Morgantown, WV
– the home of WVU. If you were to come here, are you willing to
become a Mountaineer fan?”



4. He answered, “Well, yes – I think I can learn to root for the home team,
wear the team colors, and make the right noises at the right times during
the games.” (Or something to that effect)

5. But the board member wasn’t entirely satisfied with that answer
6. So he said, “I’m not sure you really understand the question. The question

is, Will you hate Pitt?”
7. Now, the board member was kidding, of course

a. I’m pretty sure he was kidding
b. Come to think of it, he may or may not have been kidding

G. The candidate – whom some of you know, if I were to mention his name – did
come and minister in Morgantown, quite positively
1. Evidently, through Christ, he had enough love in his heart for both

Panthers and Mountaineers
2. And Andy Moore has had the spiritual resources to love even the Pitt

Panthers
H. Now, this is a trivial illustration

1. Sports are mere games; what is at stake in athletic contests are not
normally issues of territorial expansion or life and death

2. Nevertheless, devotees of various sports franchises are of taught, explicitly
or implicitly, to hate their rivals

I. Unfortunately, there are rivalries that go beyond sports and games
1. Rivalries that do concern territory and life and death encounters
2. Ethnic rivalries

a. Where each side is taught – explicitly or implicitly – to hate the
other

b. And to do whatever it takes to destroy the other
J. And those ethnic rivalries continue today, and often have their roots literally

hundreds of years in the past
1. The Hutu and the Tutsi in Rwanda
2. The Serbs and the Bosniaks in the Balkans
3. The Indians and the Sikhs in India
4. The Turks and the Curds in Turkey
5. The Buddhists and the Rohingya in Myanmar
6. And, of course, the Israelis and the Palestinians

a. A conflict whose roots date back to the time of Abraham
K. These are real enemies

1. And the hatred between those groups is real
a. And the consequences are often horrific

II. Romans – The Pure Gospel
A. We’re in Chapter 12 – the practical application portion of this great magnum opus

of Paul
B. Paul begins this chapter, as you recall, with the great “therefore”

1. Based on all that Paul has laid out for us in the gospel



a. In which God, through Christ, has provided the righteousness that
we so desperately need as sinners

b. That this righteousness of Christ is made available to us by faith
alone in Christ’s work

c. That God provides the spiritual resources to enable us to grow in
righteousness through union with Christ by the indwelling Holy
Spirit

2. Therefore – we are to present our bodies as living sacrifices
a. Not be conformed to the world
b. But be transformed by the renewing of our minds

C. Paul then begins to speak to us about the church – the body of believers who trust
in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord
1. How the body of Christ is a gifted body
2. And how believers need to think of themselves in relation to the body

a. With both humility and realistic appraisal of God’s grace in each of
us for the good of the body

D. Central to the relationships within the church is love
1. In v. 9ff he tells us that our love must be genuine

a. Not mere play-acting
b. Not hypocritical, but true
c. Emanating from a heart transformed by the Spirit of Christ who is

love
2. Dimensions of our love for one another in the church are identified in the

last message in vv 9-13 (Romans 12.9-13)
a. Moral compass in our love – abhor what is evil, cling to what is

good
b. Our love is to exhibit brotherly affection
c. We are to honor one another above ourselves
d. We should serve the Lord with fervent devotion
e. When we encounter trials and afflictions, we are to be patient,

hopeful, and prayerful
f. And when we see the saints in need, we are to contribute to their

welfare as we’re able
E. Text

1. Romans 12:14–18 (ESV) — 
a. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
b. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
c. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but

associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 
d. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is

honorable in the sight of all. 
e. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

III. Friends or Enemies
A. The first thing we need to consider is, what is the focus of this passage



1. In the previous section, the focus appears to be our brothers and sisters in
the church

2. But now, in this text, there is a shift of emphasis
a. Here we’re dealing, not with friends, not with our brothers and

sisters, but with enemies
b. At least those who would be antagonistic, to one degree or another,

to the gospel, to Christ, and to His church
B. V 14 begins with a reference to those who would persecute believers

1. And while the rest of the section identifies actions and attitudes which
could apply to both believers and unbelievers, it is unbelievers that the
section ultimately addresses

2. V 17 speaks of not repaying evil for evil
3. V 18 assumes the difficulty of living peacefully with those with whom we

disagree
4. And as the passage continues, which we’ll deal with in the next message,  it

speaks explicitly about relating to enemies
C. So, this is a text about how to live peaceably among those who are opposed to our

message
1. Opposed to the gospel
2. Opposed to Christ
3. And opposed those who belong to Christ

IV. Persistence of Persecution
A. The first thing we need to recognize as we consider this passage is persecution for

believers in Jesus is a certain reality
1. And as long as we are in this world, there will be those who will seek to

undermine our message and our influence
2. Certainly, this has been the case throughout Christian history

a. Even before Christian history, even to the history of the Old
Covenant people of God, Israel

B. When Jesus prayed to His Father in John 17, He prays in a remarkable way
1. John 17:6 (ESV) — 

a. 6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me
out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word.

2. So, God the Father has given a people to Jesus
a. And He has taken these people out of the world
b. But then He prays this way:

3. John 17:11 (ESV) — 
a. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I

am coming to you. 
4. So, the Father takes a people out of the world, gives them to Christ

a. But then leaves them in the world!
b. And then he prays:



c. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me,
that they may be one, even as we are one.

5. So, Jesus prays that these people, who the Father has given them out of the
world, who are staying in the world
a. Will be spiritually preserved by God, that they would be kept in His

name
b. In other words, that they would remain faithful, in spite of the fact

that they are still in the world
6. Then, in Jesus’ prayer, He lays out why they need this spiritual protection

by God
7. John 17:14 (ESV) — 

a. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them
because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.

C. So, this is an important state of affairs for Christians
1. Christians across the world, those in countries where circumstances are

most dangerous
a. But also Christian even in these good old USA

2. God has taken a people out of the world
a. He has given them to Christ
b. He has left them in the world, even as Christ is preparing to leave

the world
c. So they need protection

3. Because the world has hated them just as they hated Christ
D. Before Jesus prays this prayer in John 17, Jesus has taught the disciples on these

very issues
1. John 15:18–21 (ESV) — 

a. 18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it
hated you. 

b. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own;
but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hates you. 

c. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater
than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute
you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 

d. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name,
because they do not know him who sent me.

E. So, according to Jesus, there is a persistence of persecution
1. We should not be surprised by it

a. We should not be shocked when we see it
2. Persecution, to one degree or another, is the normal condition for

Christians until Christ returns
3. Sometimes it’s subtle, under the radar

a. At other times it is explicit, overtly discriminatory, and
demonstrably hateful



b. And of course, in some countries, it can be brutal, terroristic, and a
matter of life and death

V. Jesus and Persecution
A. At the same time that Jesus paints a realistic picture of persecution for believers,

He has something quite significant to say in how we are to respond to persecution
1. Paul begins this section by saying:
2. Romans 12:14 (ESV) — 

a. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
3. He doesn’t say anything in that verse that Jesus didn’t say before

a. And louder!
B. Matthew 5:43–48 (ESV) — 

1. 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.’ 

2. 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, 

3. 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on
the unjust. 

4. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? 

5. 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 

6. 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
C. This is, of course, in the Sermon on the Mount

1. That section when Jesus turns upside down so many of the erroneous
assumptions of the religious authorities
a. In this case, “love you neighbor but hate your enemy”
b. Jesus says, “No, that’s not the correct approach. You’re to have the

same approach to your enemies that you have for your neighbors.
You’re to love your enemies!”

D. And interestingly, the first thing Jesus says regarding how to love your enemies is
to pray for them!
1. “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”
2. And I don’t think Jesus has in mind an imprecatory prayer

a. You know, those prayers that we sometimes see in the psalms when
the psalmist calls down judgment on his enemies

b. There’s a time and place for that, of course – as when evil has the
effect of destroying human life

3. But Jesus has in mind praying for the enemies in regard to their welfare
E. You see, Jesus lays out the theological foundation for praying for the welfare for

the enemy
1. “... so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes

his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on
the unjust.”



2. In other words, God the Father blesses even those who hate Him!
a. He gives gift after gift to those who oppose Him

3. They may not recognize that at all, of course, but those who are
antagonistic to the Christian faith are the recipients of wonderful gifts, day
after day, year after year!

4. God, you see, is “gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, and
abounding in lovingkindness”
a. And the more pray for our enemies, the more we are like God!

5. And being like God is the point for us Christians, isn’t it?
F. Jesus goes on to say that if you only love those who love you, you’re no different

than anyone else, any unbeliever
1. “For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not

even the tax collectors do the same?”
2. “And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than

others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?”
G. So, Jesus teaches two main things about enemies

1. First, there will be persecution – there will be enemies
a. And always will be until Jesus returns

2. Second, we’re to love our enemies and not hate them
a. And we’re to pray for them
b. For their welfare

H. This was teaching that should have resonated with the Jewish leaders had they
known their Bibles
1. The prophets decreed that Judah would be exiled just like the northern

kingdom of Israel was by Assyria
a. But this time, it would be by the wicked Babylonians

2. Jeremiah 29:7 (ESV) — 
a. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile,

and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find
your welfare.

3. In other words, when you are exiled in enemy territory, work for the
welfare of the enemy’s city!
a. And while you’re at it, pray for them!
b. Pray for its welfare!

VI. Defusing the Persecutors
A. So, what does Paul bring to the table as he echoes the teaching of Jesus?

1. He says there are six ways to deal with those who persecute believers
B. Blessing

1. The first is blessing
2. Romans 12:14 (ESV) — 

a. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
3. One thing we should recognize about this admonition is that fact that Paul

doesn’t just state the positive case – he rejects its opposite
a. He says, “Bless those who persecute you”



b. But then he says, “... do not curse them”
4. We need to recognize something about ourselves

a. It is our natural tendency to curse
b. It is natural to want to strike back at someone who is hurting us

5. And this tendency can create a vicious circle
a. The more we practice Christianity in a visible way, the more like we

are to encounter persecution
b. And the more we encounter persecution, and more severe it is, the

more our tendency to strike back
6. Back in the 19th Century, Robert Candlish makes this observation

a. If our Christianity is lukewarm, and we seldom identify ourselves
with Christ’s cause, there is likely very little occasion for
persecution

b. But the more we stand for Christ publicly, we are more likely to
encounter persecution, and the more we want to strike back

c. “Can flesh and blood stand it? Can you abstain in your hearts from
venting what is but too near a kin to a malediction or a curse? Can
you help yourselves from partly giving way to what may seem fully
justifiable emotions of personal resentment and a personal sense of
unprovoked and undeserved wrong?”

7. He answers his own rhetorical questions:
a. “No! Unless you make conscience of blessing those whom you are

thus tempted to curse.”
8. That’s good advice

a. How do you avoid the tendency to strike back?
b. You purpose to do the opposite to your enemy
c. You seek to bless your enemy

9. So, how do you do that?
a. Well, the rest of Paul’s text here in Romans elaborates on exactly

that
10. But Jesus Himself addresses that issue in the Sermon on the Mount as well

a. He teaches the Golden Rule
11. Matthew 7:12 (ESV) — 

a. 12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to
them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

12. But even this is revolutionary
a. For this rule was stated differently in other cultures
b. It’s state negatively: “Do not do anything to another that you

would not want them to do to you”
c. In other words, if you don’t want them to strike you, don’t strike

them!
d. If you don’t want them to hurt you, don’t hurt them

13. But Jesus is countercultural
a. He states the rule positively
b. “Do unto others what you would want them to do unto you”



14. Take Stephen, for instance
a. Stephen, the first martyr, when he was about to be stoned to death

15. Acts 7:60 (ESV) — 
a. 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord,

do not hold this sin against them.”...
16. It was a simple prayer – but hard to imagine praying it when these very

people were gnashing their teeth at him in anger and pelting him with rocks
that would take his life
a. And yet he prayed for their welfare!

17. Was it a wasted prayer on Stephen’s part?
a. Maybe it seemed like it at the time
b. But remember, there was one who heard him pray that prayer
c. His name was Saul of Tarsus
d. It’s hard to imagine Paul teaching what he does in this chapter

without remembering that fateful day when Stephen prayed for his
persecutors

18. Augustine once said: “The Church owes Paul to the prayer of Stephen”
19. So, blessing, not cursing – that’s our posture regarding our enemies
20. Robert Candlish: 

a. When you suffer wrong, call to mind the considerations which
should bring the wrong-doer before you in a very different light.
Look at his case rather than your own.… 

b. If you put yourself in his place, you will see much, very much, that
should charm all your resentment away and turn it into tenderest
pity and concern.… 

c. Ask yourself what, if his history had been yours, you would have
been, how you—if his lot were yours, his training, his habits, his
companions—would be inclined to think and feel and act. 

d. You cease to wonder at his obtuseness and his opposition. 
e. You are drawn and not repelled by that too easily accounted for

infatuation of his, which really hurts not you, but, alas! is ruining his
own benighted soul. 

f. No thought of self can find harbor within you. 
g. All your thought is of him. 
h. Your bowels yearn over him and more for the very blindness and

madness which make him a persecutor. 
i. And so you bless, and do not curse.

C. Empathy
1. So, what are other ways we can bless our enemies?
2. The next one that Paul mentions can be summarized by the word

“empathy”
3. Romans 12:15 (ESV) — 

a. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
4. This is one of those that we often seek to experience within the body of

Christ – among our brothers and sisters in Christ



a. And that is true enough
5. But remember, this is a section addressing how to relate to our enemies
6. Do we have enough genuine affection for our enemies that we are able to

empathize with them?
a. To feel what they feel?
b. And to identify with their successes and failures?

7. Those who are opposed to the gospel, those who are antagonistic to the
Christian faith, experience all the contingencies of life in this fallen world
a. They have their triumphs and they have their tragedies
b. And we should, as we have opportunity, express our identification

with their circumstances
8. Living next door to us in Morgantown was a political science professor –

very highly regarded nationally
a. He had written a book which had been well received
b. And as a result of that, and of other accomplishments, he had

received an award at WVU, and had the opportunity to deliver a
celebratory lecture

c. Now, based on what I know about his political leanings, and about
the topic addressed in his book, I probably didn’t agree with a lot of
his perspective

d. But it was an honor to receive the recognition that he did
e. So I attended his lecture, saw him receive his award
f. And when I saw him at home, I made a point of going over and

giving him my congratulations
g. And while we rarely had substantive conversations about the

academic world, he told me that he was deeply touched that I
would express those things to him

h. Rejoice with those who rejoice
9. More in the national news, you’ll remember back in December when Rob

Reiner and his wife Michele were murdered, presumably by their mentally
ill son
a. It was a shocking, brutal, violent death to be sure
b. Now the Reiners were very likely on the opposite side of the

culture wars that most Christians would advocate
c. And sadly, there were notable people, on the other side of the

political spectrum from the Reiners, who expressed the opposite of
empathy

10. Right around that same time, another grisly murder happened – this one
not as much in the news
a. This time it was the death of a noted Christian artist, also on the

west coast, Jubilant Sykes
b. Sykes was a grammy-nominated operatic baritone with a powerful

music ministry in Grace Community Church, the church John
MacArthur pastored for 50 years

c. Jubilant was also killed by his mentally ill son



11. There should be absolutely no difference in the Christian response to either
one of those tragedies
a. We should rejoice with those who rejoice
b. And we should weep with those who weep

D. Harmony
1. Next in Paul’s list of blessings is harmony
2. Romans 12:16 (ESV) — 

a. 16 Live in harmony with one another....
3. Harmony is an interesting word in the Greek

a. We’ve actually seen it before
b. Remember when we talked about thinking?
c. When Paul said in Romans 12.3 that we should not think more

highly of ourselves than we ought to think, but that in our thinking
we should think soberly

d. How he uses the Greek word phroneo four times?
4. Here’s the word phroneo again – this time with a modifier: autos phroneo

a. Literally, “have the same mind”
5. Here’s the gist of it: whenever you can, find ways to agree with your

enemy
a. Find some common ground

6. That’s a huge issue these days
a. The media is designed to generate differences and to magnify

extreme points of view
b. But there is very good research that shows that most Americans are

far more agreeable on most things than the media want you to
believe

7. So, you bless your enemies when you find things that you can work on
together, where you can actually find agreement

E. Humility
1. Then there’s humility
2. Romans 12:16 (ESV) — 

a. 16 ... Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be
wise in your own sight.

3. Clearly, humility is a virtue that we’ve seen before, and is a core value for
Christians
a. In fact, it was the church that majored in association with the lowly

4. 1 Corinthians 1:26–29 (ESV) — 
a. 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise

according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. 

b. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 

c. 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things
that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 

d. 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.



5. This kind of humility is the hallmark of what Christianity is truly like
6. How we treat our neighbors, especially those who are in the service work

and support us, has to be paramount in our approach to others
a. It will distinguish us from so much of the world, where power and

prestige and accomplishment drives so much of the secular values
F. Goodness

1. Then there’s what I would call “goodness”
2. Romans 12:17 (ESV) — 

a. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is
honorable in the sight of all.

3. The first part of this verse is the negative side of the Golden Rule – don’t
do what you don’t want others to do to you
a. But the second part is interesting
b. “Do what is honorable in the sight of all”

4. The word for “honorable” is flexible, and translations vary
a. Good, right, proper, fitting, better, honorable, honest, fine,

beautiful, or precious
5. It summarizes what is expressed in Philippians 4.8
6. Philippians 4:8 (ESV) — 

a. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things.

7. You know, even unbelievers have the law of God written on their hearts
a. There is a sense in every human of a God-given sense of what is

right and good
8. And Christians bless others, and bless our enemies, when we practice the

virtues that are commonly recognized as good, true and beautiful
a. And when we do that, we bless our enemies

G. Peace
1. Finally, there is peace
2. Romans 12:18 (ESV) — 

a. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
3. This presumes that, from time to time, it’s not possible to live peaceably

a. Sometimes we have to disagree
b. Sometimes we have to stand up for those who are oppressed and

persecuted by others
4. But by and large, we can live peaceably with the vast majority of people
5. There are Christians who always seem to be itching for a fight

a. We shouldn’t be like that
b. We should, as much as is possible, to be at peace with our

neighbors, even our neighbors who disagree with us
c. Even our neighbors who are attacking us verbally or otherwise

6. We represent the Prince of Peace
7. 2 Corinthians 5:18–19 (ESV) — 



a. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 

b. 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation.

8. Ultimately, the message of the gospel is all about peace
a. We are ambassadors of peace
b. We bring the message of reconciliation

9. And when we live peaceably with all as far as it is possible, we are living
witnesses of the peace that comes from Jesus Christ

VII. Conclusion
A. So, let love be genuine

1. What does that mean with respect to our enemies?
B. It means blessing our enemies, seeking their welfare

1. It means empathizing with our enemies, rejoicing with them, weeping with
them

2. It means living in harmony with them – finding common ground, ways to
work together and agree with one another

3. It means living a life of humility and associating with the lowly
4. It means doing what is good, and true and beautiful as most people really

do recognize those categories
5. And it means living in peace with all as far as it is possible

C. Someone mentioned to me recently that the notion of having love for others was
not such a problem
1. But that the term “genuine” is what is really challenging
2. That may be true

a. But the way we see love as genuine is when we truly love our
enemies!


